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Since joining Stran he has 
served as a District Manager, 
Regional Manager and was pro: 
moted in'earlier 1969 to the post 
of Assistant to the Vice-Pres 
ident-Sales. 

Stran, a subsidiary of Nationa! 
Steel Corporation, has been 
manufacturing pre - engineered 
steel building systems for morc 
than 25 years. Its building Sys- 
tems are distributed through ar 
international network of more 
than 500 Franchised Builders. 
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Three Chosen” 
Vice Presidents 
By Stran-Steel | 


HOUSTON, TEXAS (Special) 
—Stran Steel Corporation Pres- 
ident John Reigle has announced 
the appointment of three vice, 
presidents to direct the com- 
pany's operations, marketing 
and sales. ¿ 

Heading the operations at 
Stran's plants at Houston and 
Terre Haute, Ind., is James L. 
Sullivan, a 44-year-old with a 
Bachelor of Science degree from 
Worcester (Massachusetts) 
Polytechnic Institute and a 
Master of Science degree from 
Harvard University. 

+ + 

His last position, before join- 
ing Stran, was as Manager of 
Manufacturing for Baldwin-Li- 
ma-Hamilton Company of Eddy- 
stone, Pennsylvania, a utility | 

| 


| industry supplier. 


The new Vice President-Mark-! 
'eting, David T. Donavan, is а! 
1 45-year-old civil engineering) 
(graduate of Harvard University. 
His new duties include responi- 
|bility for domestic sales, adver- 
.tising, customer service and 
i marketing services. 


| He began his business career 
las a foreman in the structural 


rolling mills of Bethlehem Steel) | 


¡company in 1948. He later 
'served as Assistant Secretary 
lof the American Society of 
Heating and Air Conditioning 
Engineers. 

He joined ihe Air Conditioning 
Division of General Electric in 
1956. He rose through the ranks, 
serving as Manager of General! 
Electric's Home Laundry Con-| 
tract Marketing Operation be- 
fore joining Stran. 

+ + 

To serve as Vice President. 
Sales is Joseph P. Haller, Jr., 
a 1949 graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Notre Dame. In his new 
position he will be responsible 
for all phases of Stran’s domes-: 
tic sales organization. 

After graduating from Notre 
Damc, Haller pursued graduate 
studies in marketing at New 
York University, and was later 
a Marketing Manager with a 
division of Ford Motor Company 
before joining Stran 11 years 
ago. 
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TERRE HAUTE INDUSTRY ON PARADE 
WITH STRAN-STEEL CORPORATION 
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Born of a desperate need by the allied nations for military 
barracks facilities during World War ЇЇ, Stran-Steel was originally 
brought to Terre Haute by the National Steel Corporation for the 
purpose of constructing Quonset Huts. They acquired the old American 
Car & Foundry Co. plant on Crawford street for the new enterprise. 


The Quonset Hut became a familiar sight at bases around the 
world during the war and later found a ready market as emergency 
housing, farm buildings, shops and warehouses. However, the trend 
was short-lived and Stran-Steel made the decision to go into the 
production of metal buildings on a full-scale basis. It was a highly 
successful decision and the pre-engineered steel building concept of 
construction has become one of the most dynamic growth areas in 
the building industry. 


The new Stran-Steel plant, erected in 1959, devotes over one 
million square feet of floor space to the engineering and building of 
a complete new line of pre-engineered steel buildings for a. wide 
variety of industrial, commercial and farm uses. The new building 
designs are so modern that the manufacturing operators do not 
produce any building part or component which was in production by 
the company only three short years ago. 


Another major factor in the new success of Stran-Steel was ۵ 
decision in 1958 that factory-applied colors would become a signifi- 
cant marketing plus in the steel building industry. The reception to 
this move was startling and within а few months 90 per cent of the 
company's building orders specified factory-applied color. Following 
this industrial designers developed the highly styled line of buildings 
that employ designs in glass and steel to maximum advantage. The 
result has been that Stran-Steel's progress, especially in the last two 
years, places the company in an enviable position in the industry. 


TYPICAL of the modern styli): and construction in the new Stran- 
Steel buildings is this 5۵80909 office structure on Crawford street 
that serves as 080008۲۱6۲3 г tlic Terre Haute plant. 
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Next Week: United States Penitentiary. 
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FLASHING ИМЕ! this department at Stran-Steel, windows and BELIEVED TO BE the largest shear in the world, 26 feet long, this giant machine culs THIS GIANT 150-TON PRESS is used to punch holes in the columns 
flashings are given a baked-on vinyl coatina in 10 different colors. to length and width all steel plates used for columns and rafters in the Stran-Steel and rafters used in assemblina the various types of Stran-Steel 
The various paints lines are shown at the top of the picture. The buildings of large design. Workers shown are (richt) Joseph Blaha, operator; (center) buildings. Workers in the department are fred Danner (right), the 
Е and bond booth spraymen оп duty are James Carter and Darrel Keene, shear feeder, and (left) Arbie Montgomery, shear helper. operator, and William Goble, helper. 

red Avery. 


en 3 

GIANT AUTOMATIC. ARC WELDER used in fabricating frames for FORMING PRESS—(left) This 26-foot та те is used to form com- CONTINUOUS ROLLING LINE—The ribbed galvanized sheets shown on 
Stran-Steel buildings. These buildings come in 10 different widths ponent parts that go into the construction of the various types of the line are formed from 10-ton coils. Then they go through the 
ranging from 24 feet to 120 feet, all with clear spans. Workers in buildings offered by Stran-Steel. Work@§ at the machine are Roy next process which applies the bonding agent for Stran-Steel's 10 
the picture are (left) Bill Everhart, helper, and Harold Gaver, operator. Perry, operator, and Ralph Acton (leff)Ahelper. Shown on the right colors. Operator Jim Thompson is shown holding the controls along- 

is a shear of smaller design. This is üperated by Harry Hendricks side the flying shear that automatically cuts the panels to any 

(right), operator, and Tom Ellingsworth.Melper, required length. 
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Rotogravure Section. 


The Terre Наше Tribune-Star. April 22, 1962. | 2 
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KOCKVILLE High School Pep Club has 84 members, all students at the school. They backed the Вох dur- MEMBERS of Alpha Sigma Alpha Sorority pose with national inspection officer on visit. 
ing one of the school's finest basketball seasons, winding up with a Sectional championsh p. From left: Norine Miller, Mrs. Margaret Reilly, alumnae advisor; Judy Whitaker and 
Mrs. А. Howard Hall of Park Ridge, Ill. Standing: Mary Ellen Jackson and Meg Johnson. 
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STUDENT NURSES at Union Hospital and their escorts enjoy an evening of dancing in the Deming Cotil- BROWNIES in Troop No. 136 at Warren School make presentation of books for the school library. 
Photo by Martin. 


lion Room. 


ç x — 
GIRL SCOUT Mother and Daughter banquet is well attended event in the Cotillion Room of the Hotel Deming 27 ای‎ a Hansportallon (UAL [eire Wage ан ара атпы арун MWARI 
5 ёс, : , .ل‎ Ə, و‎ E. P. , I- 
dent, and John K. Lamb. Back: Harold Nattkemper, outgoing president; Harry J. Breithaup and Rev. 
Ralph Moore Jones. Photo by Martin. 
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PLANT OF THE STRAN - STEEL DIVISION of the Great Lakes Steel Corporation, located on Crawford street near Tenth. (Inset, 
left): Hillery G. Knecht, plant manager. (Inset, right): B. A. Burdick, assistant plant manager. 


VIRO CATE PURI ۳ ان‎ 
1154 СООЛУ 971510 M 4434 DO NOT 


TERRE HAUTE, DEMANA 


LC ADEN e APO SEE д 


framing for civilian use, and out- 
right purchase of the 27-acre 
plant site was effected. In the 
same year, and again in 1951, the 
size of the plant was expanded 
by means of Stran-Steel con- 
struction to the extent that a 
290,000 square foot area is pres- 
ently under roof, 

Hilery G. Knecht, plant man- 
ager, started with Great Lakes 
Steel in 1945 as chief plant en- 
gineer. He was transferred io 
the Terre Haute plant in 1952 
to his present position, succeed- 
ing В. L. Kretsehmar who re- 
turned ío the home office in 
Detroit to become general man-ı 
ager of Stran-Steel production and 


| 
engineering. В. A. Burdick, аѕ- | 
sistant plant manager of the 
Terre Haute plant, started with 
Great Lakes Steel in 1935 and was 
transferred to Terre Haute in 
1944 as office manager. He was 
promoted to his present position 
in 1952. C. C. Hall, plant super- 
intendent, started with the com- 
pany in 1951 at the Terre Haute 
plant in his present position; 

The Stran-Steel line is dis- 
tinguished by its use of cold. 
formed light gage steel framing 
sections that feature a special 
groove into which nails may be 
driven, rather than heavier hot- 


Continued On Page 20, Column 5.! 


of Stran-Steel's complete line of 
prefabricated steel structures for 
industry, commerce and agricul- 
ture. Other buildings in the line 
are straight sided, known .as the 
Long-Span Rigid Frame and 
Long-Span Bow-String buildings. 
The original building and prop- 
erty at 1033 Crawford street were 
formerly owned'by the American 
Car and Foundry Company. In 
1944 Great Lakes Steel Corpo- 
ration leased the existing facili- 
ties and, after a three-month 
renovating program, began pro- 
duction of Quonset buildings ex 
clusively for the armed services. 
In 1946 the plant was converted 
ما‎ produce steel buildings and 


Stran-Steel Prefabricated Steel >t uctures Widely 
Used By Industry, Commerce and Agriculture 


EDITOR'S NOTE — The 
Tribune-Star presents the 
Thirteenth in a series of arti- 
cles on Terre Haute indus- 
tries and their development. 
Today's story reviews the 
progress of the Stran-Steel 
Division of the Great Lakes 
Steel (Corporation, and its 
part in “What Makes Terre 
Haute Great." 


ТНЕ STRAN-STEEL DIVISION 
À (Terre Haute), of Ihe Great 
Lakes Steel Corporation, Detroit, 
Mich., unit of the National Steel 
Corporation, is the exclusive 
manufacturer of buildings trade- 
marked Quonset, and the arch- 
shaped Quonset buildings are part 


ers in general. Changing harvest- 
ing methods resulting from ad- 
vent and popularity of mechani- 
zation (use of combine and corn- 
| picker, for example) are forcing 
revolution in methods of storing 
and conditioning grain, at a rapid 
rate. The trend toward more 
efficiency in buildings is moving 
more slowly for other uses of 
service buildings. These services 
include dairying, machinery 


storage and maintenance, and | 


The trend for | 


animal housing. 


these uses is to design and ar- | 


so that the | 


range buildings 
farmer can use more machinery 


lto reduce his labor, and so that | 


| 
| 


animals will do more of the work 
previously done by humans; 1.е., 
enabling cattle to feed themselves 
"cafeteria style." 


Stran-Steel sells prefabricated | 
Quonset buildings for farm uses, | 


——— -—- 
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as differentiated from building 
materials in the common usage 
of the term. Quonset farm build- 
ing sales are currently about 50 
per cent ahead of the volume at 
this time then in 1953. 

While the acute shortage of 
grain storage space is an impor- 
tant factor, this volume reflects 
increasing general demand for 
multiple-purpose steel farm build- 
ings such as Quonsets that can 
be used for other purposes when 
not needed for grain. Quonset 
farm sales this year are expected 
to be comparable to 1948 and 1949, 
when farm income was at a peak. 
The sales volume in those years 
is attributed to a combination of 
the then-existing scarcity of build- 
ing materials and the farmers' 
ability to buy; today's demand is 
believed due more to better under- 
standing by farm operators of 
-how to use steel buildings. 

Stran-Steel has a farm exten- 
sion service which aids farmers 
in selecting the proper buildings 
for their specific needs and in 
planning their farmstead build- 
ing locations for efficient opera- 
tion. 
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size from individual owners who | 
operate with part-time erection 
crews to large-scale enterprises ; 
such as operate in Nebraska with 
office in two cities, a staff of 12 
salesmen and a full-time crew of 
60 erection men. 

Standardization of manufacture 
and distribution has served to 
provide quality structures at re- 

| tail prices frequently well below 
the cost of putting together an un- 


‚ designed building from ordinary | 


| materials on hand, according to 
J. E. Bowen, Stran-Steel Division 
general manager. 

Stran-Steel dealers can deliver 
a large-sized, fully-engineered, 
non-cumbustible steel structure 
complete with concrete flooring, 
insulated double walls, the aver- 
age number of windows, doors 
and ventilators for about 40 per 
—— eee 


Я 


cent less than conventional con-: 
struction. | 
"The steel buildings” double 
walls with one inch of non-com-' 
bustible insulation provide an in-| 
sulation factor equivalent to that | 
of a 36-inch thick masonry wall. | 


There has been a tremendous) 
increase in interest in more effi- 
cient buildings on the part of well-i 
progressive efficient : 
farmers during recent years. | 

This interest is especially pro+ 


1 informed, 


“| nounced among farm manage 


ment groups, land-grant college 
ögronomists, agricultural en- 
gineers, economists and extension 
works and county agents, and in 
the U. S. Department of Аргі-! 
culture. | 

Educational Program. ( 


The educational process is now | 
getting under way among farm- | 


.— 


D 


the four major railroads and 
from 18 different truck lines that 
service the city of Terre Haute. £ 


Stran-Steel's buildings” ol 


nod لا £ ل‎ = зоны —— ‘ 
Stran-Steel ships from all of | 


span and ease of adaptation to 
various uses have made them a; 
popular farm structure, since in! 
| agriculture uses for a building; 
change from time to time. Quon- : 
set adaptations have been en- |. 
gineered specifically to save farm | 
labor and function as "buildings? 
that work” in such jobs as grain} 
conditioning and storage, hayi 
drying, cattle feeding and dairy- ў 
ing. They are available in widths ' 
| ranging from 16, 20, 24, 32 and 
40 feet, and in wider multiples 
of the basic 32 and 40 feet. 
Lengths are determined by the 
number of 12 or 20-ft. units re- 
guired to meet individual specifi- Î 
r cations. 


۱ 


Many Uses. 


The straight-sided Long-Span | 
buildings are more in demand! 
for industrial and commercial | 
purposes. These uses range from 
factories and warehouses to a! 
community shopping center pro- 
viding space for 100 retail busi- 
inesses, Widths of the basic Long- 
¡Span structures are 40, 50 and 60 
feet, and any multiple of these 
dimensions. Likewise, length is 
determined by the number of 201. 
or 25-ft. units required. 

; Stran-Steel has 32 distributors 
lin the United States and Canada 
which service the authorized deal- 
ers İn their territories. There 
are approximately 600 dealers. 
| Stran-Steel dealerships vary in 
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rolled structural steel that is 
These Stran- 
contribute {о 


Steel members 


speed and economy in erecting 
ithe buildings, since exterior and 


interior linings may be applied 
by ordinary hammer - and - nails 
methods. Galvanized, corrugated 
.| steel ` sheets are used for ex- 
terior covering. The Stran-Steel 
framing likewise simplifies appli- 
cation of insulation and other col- 
lateral materials, as may be de- 
sired for individual architectural 
treatments. With its Stran-Steel 
members, this manufacturer is 
able to furnish a maximum of un- 
obstructed interior area in build- 


ings at a cost appreciably less 
than for buildings of comparable 
quality constructed with other 
materials. 

Coil and sheet steel are shipped 
to Terre Haute from the Great 
Lakes Steel plant in Detroit. This 
material is then roll formed, 
welded, and punched and painted. 
The entire line of Stran-Steel! 
buildings produced by the Stran-| 
Steel Terre Haute plant is com- 
pletely fabricated here. Corru- 
gated galvanized sheets for all 
buildings are shipped in from the 
Weirton Steel Company, which is? 
azo a subsidiary of National р 
Steel” The average emplovrfent 
of the Tere Haute mprañt is 350. | 
The annual Strah-Steel payroll 
for people in the Terre Haute; 
area is well over a million dol- | 
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|commonly used. 
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tran-Steel Division Of Great | nn 


Lakes Steel Enjoys Rapid Growth 
75))3/ ۳۳9 


The loca! plani of the Stran-Stee18 — 


These buildings were 
Stran- 


large camps. 
generaly constructed with 


Steel framing, used in conjunction 
with conventional collateral ma- 
terlal, 

“Stran-Steel framing was pro- 


vided for the development of ۸ 
bases İn the British West Indies ana 
on Islands such as Saint Lucia. 
Jamaica and Trinidad and in thc 
development of air bases, housing 
facilities, officers’ quarters, hos- 
pitals, barracks, mess halls, etc. lw 


"With the coming of war, the fur- 


warehouses to the navy became of 
great Importance. This phase of ihe 


navy began iu July, 1941, and by 
ihe first quarter of 1945 tens of 
thousands of complete buildings had 
been delivered. These are all-stee! 


domestic and overseas bases as per- 
sonnel quarters, hospitals. incs” 
halls. recreation centers, machine 
shops, warehouses and for scores of 
other purposes. The Quouset ۰ 
framed wholly with nailable Stran- 
Stcel, has become one of the best 
known of all war products, 
Complete Steel Frameworks. 


“Stran-Steel itself. as İt applies 


tem, in which all-steel Joists, studs 
the com- 
plete framework, In this type 
Structure there is permanence. 
strength and rigidity seldom found 
in conventional wood framing. In 
addition. il more than satisfied the 
trend toward higher 
fire-resistance |n dwelling  con- 
struction. 

"In the period of development just 
before the war, Stran-Steel expand- 


gineering knowledge that was to! 
prove of tremendous value in the" 
approaching conflict. Since Pearl, 
Harbor, Stran-Steel has expanded! 
even more rapidly in facilitics, en-' 
gineering technique and develop- 
ment. The vast amount of experi- 
ence gained in the mass production 
of complete buildings for the navy 
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Many types of buildings are used v 
at these and other bases, including 
barracks, subsistence bulldings 
hospital ۰ units, officers’ quarters x 
and varlous special facilities 
necessary for the operation of 


are residents of Terre Haute 1 


its fleld. B 
Terre Haute branch, said Saturday: E 


entered the building materials ۵۲ 
with a new and revolutionary idea Ü 


This was the вн а j Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
5 was e "an-Stee 


| nishing by Great Lakes Steel Cor- 
i poration of Quonset huts and utility 


A Stran-Steel division's work «for thc 


Я arch-rib structures widely used «ti 


and s 
Ito the domestic home building field. 
jis a modern fire-safe framing sys- 


папа rafters are used for 


Grove 


y present-day 


consisting of 14 separatc 
143 residence units.[ 


Others are the Alexandrine Courts 
iled its facilities and acquired еп- 


the Ford Foundation 
In addition 


try were framed with -Strau- Steel, 
buildings [ 


Stran-Steel increased: sharply as а іє expected to greatly facilitate the 
Snost-war job of manufacturing and 


marketing steel buildings." 


¡rr — 


division of the Great Lakes Steel 
Corporation. which started opera- 
tion here last Nov. 1. has made 
rapid progress and at the presen 
time employs 750 workers. Only 
five members of the plants per- 
sonnel, were brought to this city 
from the company's Detroit, Mich.. 
headquarters and all other employes 


vicinity. 

In reviewing Stran- Steel's prog- 
ress and achlevements in 
E. F. Patterson, manager of the 


"Nearly a decade ago a newcomer 


--light structural steel framing 
Members which included a ‘nailing 
groove, 
division, at that time a newly ас- 
quired property of Great Lakes 
Steel Corporation, now operating a 
modern steel fabricating Branch т 
Terre Haute. 

“At the outset, the Stran-Steel 
divislon's activities were confined to 
the design and fabrication of nail- 
able steel framing for individual 
homes. The ‘nailing’ feature meant 
that enclosing materials could bc 
nailed directly to the steel sections: 
this meant savings in money, tline 
and miatertals. Recognizing the 
potentlalities of this product, Great 
Lakes Steel Corporation immed!- 
ntely expanded the operations of its 
Stran-Steel division to cover the 
mass housing field. The advantages 
of faster erection, economy of pro- 
duction, durability, fire-safety 
immunity to termites were applied 
with great success to apartments 
and large scale housing projects, 


Larae Projects Completed. 


"Among the latter, 
with Stran-Steel, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


al framed 
are Oak 


in Dallas. Texas, a 12-buildinu 
project containing 96 residence 
units; River Oaks Garden in 


Houston, with 128 residence units, 


and the Park 
Houston 


buildings with 


Lane project in 


in Shreveport, Та. and Spring- 
wells Park, one of the largest mul- 
tiple dwelling projects in the coun- 
try, bullt by 
in Dearborn, Mich. 
single residences all over the coun- 


as well as commerçlal, 
and group housing projets. 
“Ag war approached, demand for 


result of its use by the. U.S.. Navy. 
The first continental work com- 
prised the use of Stran- Steel fram- 
ing on %0 small houses İn the Fifth 
Naval District, Norfolk, Va. This 
work was promptly .followed by 
ihe erection of some 1,300 housing 
units İn Norfolk, a project known 
| as Ben Morrell Park, which earned 
İ ¡he distinction of being one of the 
most quickly built projects in the 
early defense housing period. 
“Following the initial phase of 
defense housing, Stran-Steel was 
used İn many structures in the de- 
velopment of continental bases, 
particularly in the Fifth Naval 
district Among those are two 
¡huge marine camps at New River, 
X. C. and the Cherry Point Air 
| Rase and Seabee camp at Norfolk. 
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Export Orders. 


| Recent export orders have three 
| shifts loading and unlioading hun- 
i dreds of railroad cars every month. 
| Agents all over the country report 
| aheavy demand for all types of 
Y the Stran-Steel buildings. Tetre 
Haute Heavy Hardware, local agent 
for quonset buildings, this week 
received 23 structures. They report 
the buildings belng used for every- 
thing from 8 alleys to 
churches. 

Edward Iams, general manager 
at Terre Haute Heavy Hardware, 
and William Cleary, in charge of 
the company’s quonset sales, have 
located the office and warehouse, a 
large Stran-Steel building, at Tenth 


and Ohlo streets, 


bæ- 


Inside the Great Lakes Steel 2 Affairs File 
plant is one of the busiest scenes Co mmunity 
l——a ИЕ m 


din Terre Haute. The air sings with 
lth esound of steel rlbs being cut 
‘by saws. Workmen feed coiled steel 
strips into shapers and they come 
out as strong ribs for the bulldings. 
They later are curved for the 
larched-type quonsets. 

і Automatically operated dip tanks 
¿give all parts a cout of rust-re- 
| sisting paint. Infra-red rays quick- 
ily dry the parts ready for pack- 
being and shipment, Elsewhere 1n 
"the plant corrugated sheet metal is! 


unched and shaped and steel doors 
۳ Welding machines 
Minish the patented studs and they 
are punched automatically at bolt- 
ing ۰ = Е 
Girders for the implement ۳ 
and a few other parts -are shiped 
in ready for use. Approximately 
180,000 square feet of floor space 
Will be utilized for the fabricating 
processes when more equipment, 
which is expected next spring, is 
installed. 
Giant Work Tools. 


Five ton cranes, installed in bays 

5 feet wide load the Anal products— 
packaged huts, shelters and house 
iframing—into any type of trans- 
portation vehicle available. Three 
railroad spurs lead to and into the 
plant. 

Designed and developed by Stran-[ 
Steel the package house, on con- 
ventional lines, is one of the most}! 
unusual of the fabricated houses. № 
Steel framing can be either bolted 
or welded together and the exterior 
covering and interior insulation can 
be nailed to the ۰ b 

Secret of the popularity of the] 
quonset buildings is this patented 
principal by which steel is made f 
nallable. Two shaped steel strips f 
are spot welded together so that а 
nail can be received in-the ques- | 
tlon-mark curved space between. , 

Packages houses are flexible in |) 
design so that practically апу num- 
Der Prangement Of rooms is 


-н 


— sr r 
possible. A concrete floor 18 pos- 
sible, over which any other type of 
flooring can be laid. Steel sash for 
windows can be placed anywhere 
desired. 
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New Production Records Being Set 
At Plant—Veterans Given 

Preference; 
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Announcement a few days” ago 
that the Stran-Steel plant here had 
reached a car-loading and unload- 
ing record of four hundred cars a 
month broüght Тегге Наше to a 
realization of the imposing expan- 
sion of this, one of the city's new- 
est industries. 5 

Besides their now famous quon- 
Set structures, a new building, the 
p&ckage house, is rolling off the 
production lines today at Great 
Lakes Steel, Stran-Steel Division, 
on Crawford street. 

A. million dollar expansion pro? 
gram 1з underway and Manager 
Rudolph  Kretchmar predicts a 
bright future for this war-born 
Terre Haute industry. Three sizes 
of quonset huts, an implement 
&helter and the steel convntlonal 
house framings аге being turned 
out at a rapid pace, with make- 
shift equipment in one department 
at least, but several large machines 
and other р!есев of equipment have 
been recelved and are being in- 
stalled. 

Sixty per cent of the employes 
are veterans, preference being 
given to married men. Increase in 
employment is expected in 60 days. 

Two large brakes and а shear 
have just arrived at the factory 
and it was found necessary to use 
a rallroad car-crane in the unload- 


| 


| ing of them. The largest weighs 


28 tons. А battery of punches апа 
drills stands ready for the produc- 
tion increase expected in about two 


| mnoths. 


n: 


Travelling Cranes Moving Steel Parts At Stran-Steel Pla 


RECENT NEW EXTENSIONS AT COLLEGE STREET PLANT OF STRAN-STEEL. 


Be mika bil м ai A re 


ent at Stran a Corp., satd 
Friday that an injunction will 
be filed sometime Friday in 
U S. District Court in Indianap- 
olis to halt a. work stoppage 
1 the local plant. 


Some 500 members of the 
United Steel Workers Local 
¡Union 3489 staged a walkout 
at the plant Tuesday, stating 
“conditions at the plant were 
unsafe to work in.” 


Since Tuesday, union mem 
bers have established ріске 
lines at the plant and prevente 
workers from entering. 

А union spokesman, earlier 
this week, said the action was 
work stoppage and not a strike. 

Scheduled to file the injunc 
tion request on behalf of Stran 
Steel is the law firm of Cox, 
Zwerner, Gambill and Sullivan. 

There have been no talks be- 
tween local union officials and 
company officials, Burdick said. 

Burdick did say that company 
officials are willing to discuss 
the matter with union leaders as 
Soon as the men return to work. 
- —o——— 
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Local Stran 
ant's future. 
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| “Ву ROBIN ۶ 
Staff Writer 
Although a Houston, Tez., company 


expects to buy Stran Steel Co. in ` 


January, officials have yet to decide 
whether to reopen the Terre Haute 


facility, a corporate spokesman said 


Tuesday. 

“We haven't any plans to change 
anything now,” said Steven E. Karol, 
president of HMK Industries Inc. 
“We will do what is necessary to be 
competitive.” 

National Steel Corp., Pittsburgh, 
announced in October that NFPC 
Inc., a subsidiary of HMK Industries, 
had signed a letter of intent to buy 
Stran Steel from National Steel Prod- 
ucts Co., a National Steel subsidiary. 


Karol said the agreement included , 


Stran Steel”s tvvo other plants in 
Houston and LaGrange, Ga. 

The Houston corporation is in the 
pre-fabricated metal building busi- 
ness, as was Stran Steel, Karol said. 
He said that NFPC decided to buy 
Stran because it believes that seg- 
ment of the construction industry is 
due for a recovery and that it plans to 
revitalize Stran. 

But what revitalization would 
mean for the Terre Haute facility is 
still undecided, he said. 

Stran Steel in Terre Haute shut 
down its operations about two years 
ago. The Georgia and Texas plants 
are operating, but at only partial 
capacity, Karol said. 

Raymond R. Wright, president of 
NFPC: and former president of Na- 
tional Steel Products, was ип- 
available for comment. 

But Donald Harry, plant manager 
of Stran's Terre Haute and Houston 
facilities, confirmed that no decision 
had been reached about the local 
plant and said that no negotiations 


were under way with the union local. | 
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Siran Steel, Wins State ' 
Community Service Award 


4 APR 20 4 


By JACK HUGHES jvined forces to provide the cen- ticularly Bernard Burdic k, 
Trbune Staff Writer tral means by which the Beacon Stran Steel vice president and 
| 1 Sheltered Workshop in Terre manager of the Terre Haute 
"Outstanding Community Ser-| Haute has expanded its service plant, 
vice" is the title of thelic the community. 
statewide award presented 
today 10 a Terre Haute repre- 
sertative of the Stran Seel Cor- 
pora:ion. | | 


Both , 
And that contribution is ük Ls ا ا‎ 
primary workshop itself at: 1900 from the Vigo County Chapter, 
N. 7th St, where rearly 100 АВС, recentlv. 
workers, in spite of handicaps. 
The award, announced contribute to local industry andi 
earlier, is from the İndiana to the lives of others аз well as Le ° 
Association “for Retarded themselves in the Beacon pro- Burdick and the company in the 
presentation of the award 
Children and . the presentation; gram. 
was. at the annual convention of|. ту Saturday during the IARC con-| 


e corporaton provided the|vention at the Е ti 
thé organization in Evansville stran Steel building that is еј M LE e Executive Inn mi 


currently. underway. . Bi un and the services of 
| 16 ۲ recognizes remarkable, others, including. workers in the] ua. A M: | 
responsibility in commurty life| building trades, Army and Navy ашр Е теу 
or. the part: of- the- corporate;reserve personnel, = local. and | yigg County chapter Mrs 
bodys of- Stran- Steel, and as area individuals» from.” many | james Malloy, secretary of thal 
individuals: both: in”. and oatside е of- life, contpibuteds to. the local group;- De Tom освен 
the company: “structure, , who structure. — land Miss Judy-Campbell. direc- 

 — a — E workshop. representing Altors of the. Special, Olympics |‏ صر 
ollar ` donation. conservatively ОСЕ е е Пасон‏ 
estimated: at $55,000;ag7w а si POF d‏ 
dedicated: in December, :1972. хииж‏ 

It opened. its doors to- 13 
- clients. of: the program initially 
and in less-than a: year” and a 
half. has” grown --seven-foid. 
Clients paren: кеа ssh 
ber 92/5 | 


Willis Uzzell, safetv director 
of the local plant, represented 


Others attending from Tere 


1 Officials: Teport.: pat енп 
"Steel: Corporation first became 
interested in assisting the local 
organization through the efforts 
o «local. а ж ураг: 
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NLRB SETTLES FRYE Sp OCT 8 1977 
COMPLAINT AGAINST COMPANY 
3244 

The National Labor Relations Board re- 
cently settled a complaint against Stran 
Steel, just days before a hearing into the 
matter was scheduled to begin. The NLRB 
was acting in behalf of Bernie Frye, a Stran 
employee. The United Steelworkers of 
America, to which Frye belongs, joined in 
the complaint with Frye and the NLRB. 

Under terms of that settlement, Stran 
agreed to remove from Frye's personnel file 
any record of discipline pertaining to a 15- 
day suspension the company had imposed, 
to restore seniority for that same period, 
and to pay back wages covering that time. 
The company was also required to post the 
settlement for 60 days. 

Now the NLRB, in a surprise move last 
week, has filed a complaint against the 
USWA, charging that international union 
representatives and regional officers 
engaged in unfair labor practices. More 
specifically, the union is charged with hav- 
ing restrained and coerced employees in 
the exercise of rights they are guaranteed 
by law. 

The United States government has again 
intervened in Frye's behalf. The complaint 
arises from the union's suspension of Frye 
from holding office for three years. The 
NLRB believes this action came partially 
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esident of Terre Buc “has 

tee appointed vice president, sales and marketing- 
Stran, according an announcemnt by Raymond Wright, 
president, National Steel Products Co. 
` Abel, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Abel, 2301 Poplar 
St., started his career in the Stran Terre Haute plant. 
Abel is married to the former Dolores Burdick, daughter 
of Mrs. Bernard Burdick. 

The new vice president majored in business at Indiana 
State University. 

In his new assignment, Abel is responsible for all sales 


and marketing activities for the company's broad line of | 


Stran commerical and industrial buildings. In his 27 years 
with National Steel, Abel has held a number of sales and 
marketing managerial positions with the metal building 
systems manufacturing firm. His most recent post was 
manager of contract «ales “----- 
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INDIANA SECRETARY OF STATE Larr 
{у Democrat County Commissioners Harr 
he held a press conference Friday at the ! 
The state official said the increase in the 
knows of not one Indiana county presently 


шш Bi 5 973 


Conrad with the t 

sl кота [said ils 

WAY 5 ۰ necessarily 
Continued From Page One. ¡Gov. Bowe 


for re-eleci 

“T belie 
sincere а 
although I 
tax progra 
ed. 


discourages them by making no 
attempt tó neutralize the most 
inequitable business tax levy — 
the inventory tax," he'said. “No 
other state taxes business in- 
Ventory as severely as Indiana. 
Business which would like to 
settle in Indiana is going to Ken- 
tucky and 11110015, ۳ 

Conrad also leveled criticism 
at the doubling of Indiana's 
sales tax from 2 per cent to 4 
per cent, expressing fear that 
the rate could climb even higher 
in succeeding years. 

"This law repeats the 
mistakes of the past and of 
other states by raising the sales 
tax," Conrad said. “It seems to 
be Indiana's destiny to rendez. 
vous with cther states where the 
sales tax has spiraled out of 
control." 

Responding to questions from 
newsmen, Conrad compared the 
local option tax to “the old car- 
rot on a stick trick.” Charging 
that a large percentage of any 
local option tax would be return- 
ed to the state for its property 
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Community Affairs File 
At Stran Steel | 
T MAN 5 1973 
A two-day wildcat strike has|company was violating some 25| 


Japparently come to an end atlsafety features and they would 


the local Stran Steel Corpora-|not return lo work until the 


{Чоп plant according to the com-|violations were corrected. 


7 


Dean 5 Fears 


Continued From Page One. 


pany's officials. 

In a special meeting of the 
union members Friday held at 
Deming Park, the group voted 
and overwhelmingly agreed to 
return back to work. 

The return to work ended a 
walkout which began Wednes- ta “Um 
day morning at 8 a.m. was a White House-directed 

Company Officials also re-|burglary of Daniel Ellsberg's 
ported that 134 of 153 scheduied|Psychiatrist’s files. He named 
workers on the second shift of iformer White House aide Egil 
the plant returned to their jobs| Bud" Krogh as supervisor of 
Friday, with 200 of the 300|the operation. (See story, Page 
workers returning to their jobs|One.) 
at 11 a.m: on the morning shift.) . Two sources said Krogh 

International representative|signed a sworn affidavit before 
dim Staton and local union pres-|federal prosecutors in Washing- 


lident Clay Jett, issued a state-jton taking responsibility for the 


ment late Friday reassuring un- 
ion members that issues in the 


break-in. 
—The White House issued ex- 


{dispute would be discussed when|ecutive-privilege guidelines that 


the plant returned to normal асе at least a partial lid on 
the testimony of present and 
former presidential &ides to be 
uestioned by + authorities т 
nnection with Watengate. 
| Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D- 
iMass., told. a newspaper edi- 
’ convention here that Wa- 
tergate is a "traumatic nation- 
| tragedy." 


The strike settlement came 
moments before a court injunc- 
tion petition was filed in Indi- 
anapolis federal court. ” 

The strike was set off by un- 
ion representatives demanding 


representatives 
committed that they would ۵۹ 


= hese issues asil —Testimony unsealed by 
iier qe bossi ble. court officials here said the 
1 4 ¡Nixon re-election campaign 


[raised between $1 and $2 mil- 
lion in cash that can't be traced 
it 


work schedule for Saturday is 
to consist of all three shifts and 
ployes are asked to. return 
the regularly scheduled work- 


iparently were destroyed. 


—The Washington Post 
quoted government sources as 
saying the Senate's special Wa- 
tergate committee is actively 
investigating the Justice De- 
partment’s Walergate prose- 
—— Vcution. The sources said the 
prosecutors failed to pursue 
adequately evidence in their 
possession that indicated a cov- 
erup of high-level involvement 
in the case. 

There nave been numerous 
reports in recent days that 
Dean was willing to talk to Wa- 
tergate investigators, perhaps 
in exchaage for a grant of im- 
munity from prosecution. But 


Continued From Page One. 


would have netted $2.427,000 in 

Vigo County. 
Those same 1971 figures re- 

veal that a one per cent local 


ay 


| operation. 
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“land company 
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ıo te rer Promotions 


Announced 


Promotions for 59 Indiana 


kets at $3 
v at Paige’s 
Drugs ۰ of 
and North 
will be tick- 


əor Monday State University. faculty mem- 


bers have been announced by 
ISU President Alan C. Rankin. 


The promotions have been ap- 
proved by the University Board 
of Trustees, effective Aug. ۰ 

Included in the advancements 
are 14 instructors who will as- 
sume assistant professorships, 


25 assistant professors ad-loption tax would have resulted he is not known to have ap- 
vanced to associate professor, in $476,000 in Clay County, peared before the federal pros- 
and 17 associate  professors|$509,000 in Greene County, ecutors, grand jury or Senate 


committee. 

Weicker, who has been con- 
ducting his own probe of Water- 
gate and also serves as a jun- 
ior minority member of the 
committee, said he reported the 
meeting to committee leaders 
who agreed to have Dean ap- 


The tax package provides that 
a county council can implement 
the local option tax July 1 if it is 


approved before July 1, it can 
be imposed the follcwing 


'age One. 


peed to exe- 


іЯ another|named professor. Three library|$269,000 in Parke County, and 
sue directed Staff members were promoted} $377,000 in Sullivan County. 


rs and stu-|from junior librarian to senior 
" should be} ۰ 


Instructors named assistant 


S. 


a 


evision and 


' 5 and pub-İprofessor are: Dr. Walter G.|adopted by June 1. If the tax is 
"age of May | Bartell, Laboratory School; 


Zimmer did explain “there are provisions for 
discussions relative to the closing for 60 days." 

A “United Steelworkers spokesman was not 
available for comment. 

Located in Terre Haute since 1943, with a peak 
employment of 750, the local plant manufactures 
Stran, Quonset and Baughman pre-engineered 
building components. “Some operations could con- 
tinue through "81 until other arrangements are 
made for certain products vve exclusively produce 
here," Zimmer said. 

Conclusions of the corporate study showed that 
while the Terre Haute facility has proven un- 
economical to operate, NSPC's other newer plants | 
have an excess capacity available to expedite| 
building orders. Projections are that production 
will be gradually shifted to NSPC's more cost- 
efficient plants at Taylorville, Ш., Houston, Texas, 
and LaGrange, Ga. 

Concerning displaced employees, Zimmer said, | 
"We're going to trv to advise and counsel 
employees to the extent that is possible."' 

Commenting that ‘this has been so rapid," 
Zimmer did not know of any plans for disposition | 


of the 725.000-square-foot facility. | 


S ¡community Affairs rile 


«pected to close 


Although he admitted he was surprised when he 
learned of the corporate level directive, he said, “Ц 
has been rather evident for several months now 
that there hasn't been enough work to utilize — to 
fill — our plants." 

About 200 active employees were individually 
informed Thursday afternoon, by their immediate 
supervisors, of the proposed permanent closing. 
About 180 other employees had previously been laid 
off, with the 49 Thursday layoffs on top of that 
making the total about 229, according to Zimmer. 

However, 11 Terre Haute NSPC employees who 
provide engineering and drafting services will 
retain permanent employment with the company in 
Terre Haute, Zimmer reported, adding ''it's quite 
likely that that group will increase by a few 
people.” 

Some NSPC employees are represented by the 
United. Steelworkers of America. An Associated 
Press report stated that the steelworkers union 
"reportedly may seek to renegotiate contracts at 
lower wage scales to keep the plant open." 

"I am not permitted to comment on that," 
Zimmer told The TRIBUNE. 


In reference to the union contract, though, 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

About 380 employees of the National Steel Pro- 
ducts Co. (formerly Stran Steel) in Terre Haute 
will be affected by a Thursday announcement of the 
‘intent to close” the facility permanently, accord- 
ing local plant manager Arnold Zimmer. 

While an “official closing date” of April 22 is 
projected, Zimmer said a final decision on the 
closing will be announced by the end of March. 

Meanwhile, a temporary two- to three-week 
plant shut-down will start Feb. 1, according to 
Zimmer. He said this had been planned prior to the 
announcement of possible permanent closing of the 
facility. 

Also on Thursday, an additional 49 employees of 
the plant were laid off “because of lack of work,” 
Zimmer said. 

The “intent to close" announcement resulted 
from an evaluation of the company's manufactur- 
ing operations, which concluded that the Terre 
Haute facility was uneconomical to operate. 

“The study and decision is conducted at a 
corporate level at our headquarters in Houston, 
Texas," Zimmer commented. 
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Group buying 


name others, but said they and 
most of the funds would come from 
outside Indiana. 

The corporation is associated 
with industrial parks across the 
United States and would use the 


property as a place for expanding. 


business to situate or move opera- 
tions. The property would be 
modified to suit tenants' needs. The 
building doesn't have many 
endearing qualities, but is struc- 
turally sound, Gradeless said, ad- 
ding that the acreage is the prime 
interest. 

Attorneys have been working for 
three. months on an agreement 
acceptable to investors and Stran 
Steel and are now working on final 
sale documents, Gradeless said. 

Gradeless said he and his in- 
vestors believe Indiana has the 
nation's best potential for in- 
dustrial grovvth. Indianapolis and 
Terre Haute are believed to be the 
state's best potential expansion 
areas, he added. 

Terre Haute has been overlooked 
for a long time because of perceived 
labor problems, but that perception 
has changed — partially because of 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos and other 
city officials, 'Gradeless said. 

“I don't know how he managed it, 
but he put toge her a real quality 
group of people,” Gradeless said of 
Chalos. “He has people there who 
really know what they're talking 
about.” 

Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology and Indiana State Un- 
iversity and the city's prime loca- 
tion for transportation also make 
Terre Haute a target for industrial 
expansion, Gradeless said. 

“It's really an ideal location for 

owth,” Gradeless said of Terre 

aute. "It wasn't 20 years ago, but 
it is today.” ` 


old Str 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


An Indianapolis investment 
group with plans of owning 5 
million square feet of Hoosier 
industrial and commercial proper- 
ty expects e AA a deal МШЕ 
month to purchase the Stran Stee 
building and property and offer its 
space to expanding high-tech in- 
dustries. 

Renovation, expected to initally 
cost about $3⁄4 million, will begin 
immediately after acquisition of 
the 38 acres at 1033 Crawford St., 
said Harry Gradeless of Equity 
Investors Inc. The 730,000-square- 

uilding, owned by National 
ə ə has been yapant 
for five years. Renovation 0 
cost as much as $30 million, but 
costs would decrease if some te- 
nants pay for their remodeling, 
Gradeless said. 

Initially, 30 to 50 people are 
expected to be hired, he said 
“Monday in a telephone interview 
from his Cicero, Ind., home. Of- 
ficials project a top employment 
figure of about 200 high-tech 

|, workers. 

| Research and development 
‘capabilities are included in renova- 
tion plans. 

"We certainly hope that we 

people in in 


'early spring," Gradeless said, ad- 


| ding that most tenants would move 
"managers to Terre Haute and hire 


people capable of operating highly 
'technical equipment. ' 

Gradeless is one of the principals 
“in an as-yet-unnamed corporation 
“that would buy the property. Three 
other investors are involved and 
more could become involved, 
Gradeless said. He declined to 


| would start puttin 
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The 1987 General Assembly provided 
income-tax credits as incentives to re- 
habilitate *dinosaur facilities" such as the 
Stran Steel property. The state also made 
available to owners or tenants of dinosaur 
buildings tax credits for increasing inven- 
tory in the buildings. The council has 
control over allowing those credits to be 
given. 

“The [income-tax and inventory] incen- 
tives hopefully will result in the rehabilita- 
tion and reuse of the Stran Steel facility 
and the subsequent hiring of workers," 
Chalos said in the letter, urging the 
council's cooperation. 

Chalos said he doubted that the council 
would reverse its tradition of helping 
business expansion by allowing tax breaks. 

Duby expects ` he cour cil to grant the 
2 'adeless of In- 
E part of an invest- 


buy the building 


* 


İn December, H 


S 
ment group that woul 
and operate a high-tec 
plex. Gradeless said then that 


vvould close in December. 


“| think it is under consideration," 
Gradeless said Monday. "We are moving 
ahead and we do expect eventually to 
close." 


Gradeless said he was not part of the 
citys meeting with state Commerce De- 
partment officials last week. 


Edward Hennig, president of National 
Intergroup Realty Corp. of Pittsburgh, was 
not aware of Gradeless being involved in. 
a proposed purchase of the property. 
Hennig also said that a couple businesses 
are interested in buying the property, but 
said the request for an industrial-recove 
site was not an indication that a sale i 
imminent. - 


request. 1 


| ۶ ТЭВЛЭ 
dianapolis said he was 
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66 Thelincome-tax and 
inventory] incentives hopefully 
will result in the rehabilitation 
and reuse of the Stran Steel 
facility and the subsequent 
hiringof workers. 99 


— Mayor Pete Chalos 


in letter to council . 


City officials and representatives of the 
interested firm met with Indiana Depart- 
ment of Commerce officials last week to 
ask for state assistance, Chalos said. He 
said he did not know when the state might 
decide whether to help. 


~ 
ƏTA 
116 


ran 


same one that in December proposed to 
buy and operate a high-tech industrial 
complex at the property, Chalos said, "I 
don't have any comment about anybody 
involved in this deal." 

In a letter to council President L. Joe 
Duby, D-at large, filed Monday in the City 
Clerk's office, Chalos asked that the 
building at 1033 Crawford St. be declared 
an industrial recovery site. Developers 
who rehabilitate those recovery sites are 
eligible for income-tax credits through the 
state. 

Asked if his request means the 38-acre 
property is about to be sold, Chalos said, 
*You can read into it that there is a party 
that is interested in a portion of it, and this 
is to help that project along." 

City Council is expected to decide 
Thursday whether to designate the proper- 
ty as a recovery site. 
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By Cheryl Bickel 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


__ An unidentified company's proposal to 
“operate a business at the former Stran 
Steel property depends on whether the 
“state will join with the city to help the 
project, Mayor P. Pete Chalos said Mon- 


ay. 

*We've done all we can do, now it's up 
to them," Chalos said late Monday after- 
noon. “We have what we can do and the 
state has what it can do." 

Chalos declined to say what had been 
asked of the state and what the city had 


offered to the company. He also declined to . 


name the firm or discuss its business. 
State officials were not available for 
comment. 

Asked if the interested company is the 
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Stran property's 
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р interest in buying 
the building, and it is still con- 
sidered to be for sale. 

Mayor P. Pete Chalos remains 
confident that Gradeless's group 
will buy the property. 

“Tm still relying on their word 
they gave us early in December," 


Chalos said Monday. “At this point, 


I'm still optimistic." 

In December, Gradeless said 
renovation of the building vvould 
cost about $3.5 million and vvould 
have begun immediately after ac- 
quisition of the 38-acre site. 

Gradeless is president of Equity 
Investors Inc, an [Indianapolis 
firm. He said he would also be one 
of four principals in the firm that 
would buy the property. 

Hennig described Gradeless’s 
acknowledgment of the proposed 


sale as premature and questioned ' 


his December comment that the 
propertys acreage was its prim 
attraction. | 

Most investors would consider 
the building a dinosaur — useful 
only if it were parceled up as 
Gradeless described in his plan, 
Hennig said. 

“Attracting the kind of people 
who are interested in doing that to 
come to Terre Haute is difficult,” 
Hennig said. 


sale quest 


By Cheryl Bickel 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Sale of the former Stran Steel 


property at 1033 Crawford St., 
which was to have been final in 
December, has become ques- 
tionable. 

Harry Gradeless said Dec. 7 that 
a group of investors would buy the 

roperty, now owned by National 
teel Corp., and offer its space to 
expanding high-tech industries. 
Gradeless said the deal would 
likely close in December. 

It didnt. 

On Monday, Gradeless said he 
had no new information about the 
project and he refused to discuss it 
further. 

Edward Hennig, president of 
National Intergroup Realty Corp. 
of Pittsburgh, the firm marketing 
the property, said he doubted the 
deal would close. He said he has 
not talked with Gradeless about 
the deal for about 1% months. 

“| dont think that there's 
anything on the horizon at the 
moment that I would consider 
terribly hot," Hennig said of the 
proposed sale. 

Hennig said several businesses 
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irements and has been vacant long 
enough to meet the requirements necessary 
to qualify as a dinosaur. 
Incentives available to developers of 
dinosaur property include elimination of the 


inventory tax, certain corporation tax. 


breaks, and tax savings on remodeling, the 
mayor said. 


Dinosaur legislation was passed in 1987 to 
give outdated industria P itə a new lease 
on life. The idea was proposed by Lt. Gov. 


ym Lt r ۳ t təp sən هموح‎ 
John Mutz, and the bill was sponsored by 
Rep. Dan Pool, R-Crawfordaville ta 1 
The legislation creates mini-enterprise 


‚ zones by offering incentives to prospective 
- developers if the building meets certain 
“requirements. 


t least 23 vacant buildings in Indiana 
could have qualified for the dinosaur 
designation. Terre Haute was included in 
the list of cities with vacant manufacturing 
facilities. 


927 Á UNI p Nga i 
cónduct a Hearing on Terre Haute's petition 
Yhat the building be granted the dinosaur 


designation. The board meets in Department 


of Commerce facilities at One North Capitol, 


Indianapolis. 
Representatives of Natio teel Co.. the 
building's owner, are ex to testify, as 


are Mayor P. Pete Chalos and Marc Elliott, 
director of the city”s Redevelopment Depart н 
ment. 7 

Chalos said the building meets size 


— 
By Dick Robinson ^ JUL 0 7 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


- Terre Haute today will try for the second 
time to get the vacant Stran Steel building 
designated as a dinosaur so that potential 
developers can qualify for incentives. 

- The Enterprise Zone Board, a function of 
the Indiana Department of Commerce, will 
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FEATURED SP ЕАКЕР S—Two leading authorities on industrial safety and alcoholism as it 
affecis productivity spoke Tuesday evening during a meeting sponsored by the Indiana Manu- 
facturers Associa and the Terre Haute Area Chamber of Commerce. Charles R. Hesse, 


left, consultant to Division on Alcoholism of the Indiana Department of Mental Health, 
and Fred J. Keppler, right, area director of the U. S. Occupational Safety and Health Ad. 
| ministration, were introduced by Warren Bogue. Bogue, manager of the local Anaconda 
| m... plant and a member of the IMA Board of Directors, chaired the meeting. 

UN Photo by House of Photography. 


MASA кў! 


'oreman 


Wins 


.... 


* м vf 
2 > 


althe association plan the meet-|for questions. ы 


ing. It was explained IMA is) Widely regarded as ink “most 
conducting a series of regional! şar . reaching labor legislation 
meetings rather than the ‘ап-|еуег enacted by Congress, the 
nual meeting formerly staged Occupational Safety and Heallih 
at Indianapoiis each year. Act of 1970 outlines in detali 

Working with Bogue in making 1 ealth 
arrangements for the meeting 


vice чм of the Area 
er... 


ath 
The manufacturers were 0 | БАЙ several 
185 million a year as a result rs. E ws 
м И drug prob- Kerner Шты individual 
ong workers. Hesse, plants wi ispected for suf- 
who also. is president of Success ficient cause With no advanced 
Marketing, Inc., Indianapolis, notice. He said persons found 
said alcoholism, particularly, is|guilty of по ing a plant in ad- 
a problem to virtually every in-|vance of an inspection could 
dustry and, he noted, it is esti-|be fined up to $1,000 and im- 
mated one in every 12 workmen|prisoned for six months. 
is a problem drinker. . There will be no set pattern 
) Hesse said industry needs to|for inspections, Keppler said, 
take a new and different. ap- bahaya, compliance officer will 
proach to the problem by look-|Visit а plant whenever there is 
ing on alcoholism as a legiti-lan n-the-job fatality or when 
mate illness and taking steps tojan employe sends a signed com- 
help the individual worker treat Plaint. | | 
the problem. He pointed to an| It was also pointed out the 
East Coast industry that is in|new law is much stronger than 
the fifth year of an eight-year İformer state regulations. Vio- 
alcoholism’ treatment program,|lators will be required to pay 
which realized a savings of $1 fines of up to $10,000 if viola- 
million in sick benefits alone|tions are found during a plant 
the first year the program was|inspection. Keppler said under 
implemented. the old state laws, the plant 


Keppler, who formerly served| Was given а warning and told 


- :analto have the violation corrected 
as director of industrial hygiene “ГЭ” Nin time period. 


The federal law, he said, pro- 
vides no warning but requires | 
the plant to maintain proper 
‘safety and health standards at 
all times. 

. IMA District 11 comprises 
¡Vigo, Clay, Greene, Hendricks, 
Morgan, Owen, Parke, Putnam, 
Sullivan and Vermillion coun- 
ties. Т 


— 


was Ralph Tucker, executive|g 


Cham 


ELI و‎ 
“foreman 
honored Tuesday night for 
safety essay during a meeting 
sponsored jointly by the Indiana 
Manufacturers Association and 
the Terre Haute Area Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Approximately 50 manufactur- 
ers from a 10-county area 
watched Kenneth Holcomb re- 
ceive an award for winning the 
IMA Region II Safety Statement 
Contest. The presentation was 


A Stran-Steel 


made following the dinner at the Indiana industry is losing about 


Knights of Columbus Clubhouse. 


Holcomb's entry, “How I .Try|of „alco 
є Coop: lems a 


to Get Employes Safety 
eration in My Department,” will 
be entered in state competition. 

Warren Bogue, division, man- 
ager for Anaconda Aluminum 
Company in Terre Haute, served 
as chairman of the program, He 


is a member of the IMA Board 
4 f b 


of Directors. 


Featured. speakers for the pro- 
gram were Charles R. Hesse, a 
consultant № the Division on 
Alcoholism of the Indiana De- 
partment of Mental Health, who 
discussed the drug and alcohol 
problem imi try, and J. Fred 
Keppler, a “director for the 
U.S. Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA), 
who explained certain provi- 
sions of the 1970 federal law 
governing industrial health and 
safety. A 5 


Bernard Сагпеу, presiden of 
the Area Chamber, welcomed for the Indiana Board of Health, 
| mem: gave a brief outline of inspection 
bers his. organization ova 8 procedures to be followed by his 


guests and told the I? 


property 
to be sold? 
S 


By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Stran Steel building at 1033 
Crawford St, which has been 
vacant almost six years, could. be 
sold soon if the owners accept an 
offer made nearly three weeks ago, 
sources said Thursday. wit 

Rumors were flying in Terre 
Haute on Thursday as news of the 
pending sale circulated. 

The potential purchaser was 
identified only as an East Coast 
investor. Local persons involved in 
the transaction could not be iden- 
tified. a 

National Steel Corp. owns'the 
730,012-square-foot manufactur- 
ing plant on 38 acres with 'two 
railroad sidings. At one time, the 
property carried a $3.5 million 
price tag. e^ 

Terre Haute Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos was aware of the offer to 
purchase, but he also was con- 
vinced that nothing has been 
finalized. “I was promised that I 
would be the first one called if the 
sale took place,” Chalos said. “I 
haven't received a call, yet.” | | 

Strangers have been observed 
coming and going at the Stran 
Steel building during the past 
week, Chalos said. People see the 
cars parked there and wonder what 
is happening. he said. e. 

The plant closed Nov. 24, 1981, 
the day before Thanksgiving. 

The city Redevelopment Depart- 
ment has reported that potential 
investors have shown on-going 
interest in the property in recent 
months. 27 

“| hope they accept the offer, and 
someone will make use of it," 
Chalos said Thursday. 1 
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SÜRDICK APPOINTED TO NEW POSİT10N—Bernard Bu "d 

vice president in charge of industrial relations for Stran Steel Co р. 

president їп charge of the Terre Haute Plant. James Sullivan. center, vice i nt of ER. 
ton; Tex., made the announcement. Mike Austin, left, was appoit ed manager о! 

te plani of Stran Steel. - * Martin Photo. 
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quar о аа, d. hetter organiza 
sal ilfivan. 
1. hasi ¿been “active in 
erre [us e^ “affairs for many 
ars. $ past president of 
the Me ame Club and һе 
ngs оК Elks Lodge йе! 
nights of Columbus. 
jned Great 
1 1935 and | Цэ 
rre Haute for 8 Steel, 
then a Great Lakes subsidiary, 
in 194. 
R new y piant manager,-Mike 


on U y. 
-in 
engineering. 
a Pe n US. Air! 


tunm —. 
Austin has ee و‎ oM 
in Зее Наше a family 
е v enl 


pr 


eks. iHe is dis ame 


gave а 
slide сан of Stran 
Steel's processes and methods 
of steel production in it's plants 
across the U.S, 
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e-out under way 


APR 2 4 1981 ! 


The ‘decision to close the Terre | 
Haute plant was the result *of an 
evaluation of the company s 
manufacturing operations, which 
concluded that the Terre Haute facili- 
{у was uneconomical to operate, ac- 
cording to earlier reports. 


sale," Zimmer told The TRIBUNE. 

Attempts to reach a spokesman for 
United Steelworkers were unsuc- 
cessful. 

The manager said he does not know 
of any buyer prospects for the 725,000 
square-foot facility. “It's still too 
early," he said. 

.The April 22 shut-down date was 
significant in terms of former 
workers unemployment benefits; 
Zimmer explained. “In a plant clos- 
ing situation, there are certain retire- 
ment provisions that are not normally 
available.” 

At the time of the announcement to 
close the operation. about 200 out of 
400 employees had already been laid- 
off. “Those on lay-off are entitled to 
certain unernployment benefits as a 
result of the closing," he added. 

The final closing of the plant's 
doors will not be "until the end of the 
year because of certain operations 
that will continue until the equipmefit 
is moved," Zimmer said. > a 

As the equipment is transported to 
locations in Georgia, Texas and Il- 
linois the skeleton staff of 40 will 
decrease. 

However. 18 NSPC employees who 
provide engineering and drafting 
services will retain permanent 
employment with the company in 
Terre Haute, according to Zimmer. 

Zimmer said Mayor Pete Chalos 
"was very cooperative" and “tried to 
do. within the limits of his authority, 
what he could do... to keep the plant 
in operation." 
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About 40 employees of National 
Steel Products (formerly Stran Steel) 
are currently involved in phase-out of 
the operation which "officially" 
closed its doors Wednesday, accord- 
ing to local plant manager Arnold 
Zimmer. 

“This is not a pleasant task to do.” 
Zimmer said. ‘І feel a certain sense 
of compassion for the employees and 
their families who were affected. But 
it’s just part ot my job — so I just 
have to do it.” 

About 400 employees were affected 
by the closing. which was tentatively 
announced in January. In accordance 
with a United Steelworkers of 
America contract, union officials ap- 
parently did not take advantage of a 
60-Чау period from the date of the 
announcement “to approach the com- 
pany to discuss the closing,” Zimmer 
said. 

Following the announcement of the 
tentative closing. an Associated 
Press report stated that the 
steelworkers union “reportedly may 
seek to renegotiate contracts at lower 
wage scales to keep the plant open."' 

Zimmer declined to comment at 
the time. But. Thursday, he con- 
firmed that the above report was the 
"scuttlebutt'" among employees, but 
that is was strictly "speculation." 

On March 21. “we announced to the 
union that the decision is final and 
that we are proceeding on schedule 
with our phase-out plan in order to 
remove the equipment and inventory 
and prepare the property for future 
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Terre Haute plant, the company 


has under construction in Hous- 
ton what will be the largest au- 
tomated plant in the world for 
the manufacture of steel build- 
ing systems. i 
McDaniel, who became presi- 
dent of Stran Steel in 1962, is 
a native or Beaumont, Tex. He 
attended Texas A&M until he 


was called to active duty in the 
U. S. Army in his senior year. 
In 1946, McDaniel helped 
form the Metallic Building Com- 
pany in Houston. In 1959, 75 
per cent of the Metallic corpo- 
rate stock was purchased by 
National Steel Corporation, Con- 
current with the purchase, Mc- 
Daniel was named vice presi- 
dent and general manager of 
Metallie, which was then a sub- 
sidiary of National Steel. In 


(1961, he became vice president, 


product development, of Stran 
Steel, and then moved up to 
president the next year. 

state mental hospitals went on 
strike today for higher pay. 


А spokesman for Gov. Otto 
Kerner said the office would 
seek an injunction to stop what 
would be the first statewide 
strike at the hospitals. 

The hospitals, now caring for 
about 32,000 patients, planned to 
stretch staff schedules, cancel 
out patient treatment and “fur- 
lough” patients healthy enough 
to be sent home. | T 

The State Mental Health De- 
partment employs about 22,000 
persons. 

About 300 workers at the 
East Moline Hospital, preceded 
the strike hour by walking off 
the job Wednesday night. 
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Наче late "Wednesday: from Through improved manufac- 


‘uring techniques we have been 
able ¿to improve our product 
lines at no change in price,” he 
said. “What this means to the 
dealer and customer is that we 
can use a lower weight of steel, 
but retain the same strength.” 

Among products being intro- 
duced are a "new roof sheet” 
and a “wall sheet" that is more 
pleasing to the eye, Clift said. 

* We also have exploited some 


J. W. Clift, Stran Steel vice| new markets which will broaden 


the base of sales,” he said. 
“That will give dealers more 
sales opportunities." 

Stran Steel is a subsidary of 
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^ By JAMES DRESSLER 
SN Houston, Tex., to participate in 


Tribune Staff Writer the sales meeting Thursday and 
The Stran Steel Corporation's|Friday. About 400 Franchised 
plant in Terre Haute will have|Builders and officials of Stran 
about 800 employees by 1969,|Steel are attending the affair. 
Charles В. McDaniel, president, The company is introducing a 
of Stran Steel, predicted Thurs-, new product line and is explain- 
day at the start of a two-day ing revisions in existing prod- 
sales meeting in the Terre | ucts. Franchised Dealers also 
| Haute House. , are being introduced to a new 
Bernard Burdick, Terre Haute and simplified building pre- 
"plant manager, said the plant|Sentation. 
„currently has 675 employees, 
| which is about 200 over the total) president for sales, said the new 
employment of about fiv e product line “takes advantage of 
years ago. modern technology.” 


“In 1969, we'll have another . Improved Techniques 


|100 employees here," McDaniel) He said the new M-8 building) National Steel Corporation, 


fourth largest domestic produc-. 
er of steel. In addition to the! 


İContinued On Page 6, Col. 6. 
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said. "We'll have close to 800 [ine standardizes components 
employees. ‚апа provides more efficient con- 

McDaniel also reported the struction methods. 
four-year expansion program 
announced for the local plant in 
August, 1966. has been acceler- 
ated into a three-year program, 
culminating in 1969 instead of 
1970. | 

Не said the expansion is be- 
ing speeded up due to the rapid) 
expansion of Stran Steel's mar-, 
ket potential. 


Center of Area 


A big plus for the Terre Haute; 
plant is the fact it is the center 
of the market area, McDaniel 
said. 


“I personally have been very 
much pleased by the reception 
Stran Steel has received in 
"Terre Haute," McDaniel said.! 
“Terre Haute has treated us 
right and always co-operates 
with us. I know we didn’t make 
a mistake in staying here." 

McDaniel came to Terre 
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STRAN STEEL EXECUTIVES—C. R. McDaniel, left, president af Stran Steel Corporation, 
confers with J. W. Clift, center, vice president of sales, and 0 Burdick, manager of 
the Terre Haute Stran Steel Plant, at the company’s two-day siles meeting at the Terre 


Haute House. About 400 Franchise Builders and officials of Stran Steel are attending the 
Photo by Martin. 


LOCAL FIRM WINS AWARD- Progressive Constrüction & Engineering Company, 122 S. 
10% St., represented by its president, Vernie Potter, received one of Stran-Steel Corpora- 
tion's 1967 Building of the Year Awards Thursday for a building constructed for General 
Electric Supply Company, 1001 Walnut St. Congratulating Potter are J. W. Cliít, left, Hous- 
ton, Tex., vice resident for sales, Stran-Steel, and Gordon D. Barr, also from Houston, region- 
al manager, Stran-Steel. The presentation took place at a two-day sales meeting at the Terre 
Haute House, which ended Friday. About 400 FranChised Builders for Stran-Steel attended 
the affair. yt Tr Ё. 419 ES ^ t Photo by Martin. 
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Stran in the community, Den- 
ning traced the history of the! 
company, which started as a 
wartime ^ industry producing 
Quonset Huts. | 

At the peak of World War И, | 
the local plant employed 1,000! 


ploy 


ment drop 


ped 


off to nothing: 
ЭГ | 0 no 
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that he feels our country is in 

trouble and that the problem of 

lawlessness must be solved and 
TEENS IET solved immediately . 

Smith pointed to even better, He said American youths 

times ahead for the company| must be ““indoctrinated with re- 


when he said National St e e l|spect for the law" i 

hopes to see the local plant and is ta Жм: e tighe соту 

payroll considerably larger ші Es ve. Dr. McFarland 

the next three or four years. b sd яд pie IG 
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Special greetings by telegram) 
were extended by Congressman F anak oí the American 
ystem. 


John T. Myers and U.S. Senator |! 
‚ He expressed concern that 


Speaker for the evening was|$ome persons have given up 
Dr. Kenneth McFarland, billed| hope of working out America's 


an annual 
million. 


payroll of $3.5 


| |аѕ one of America's top public problems within the existing 


speakers. He was introduced by $ystem. He declared the prob- 
a longtime friend, Welby lems can, and must, be solved 
Frantz, president of Eastern by our political processes if 
Express, Inc. ¡liberty is to survive. 
McFarland's speech centered| ; In his speech, Dr. McFarland 
around the “American system” 4150 called on national legisla- 
which he extolled as the force tjon prohibiting strikes against 
that has made the United States the publie welfare and for legis- 
ше world's greatest super pow- lation to “take the handcuffs 
D о the lice an 
. Dr. McFarland emphasized bjck on the کی‎ ы". ae 


man 
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‘contributions to the Terre 
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By FRED NATION ` 
Star Staff Writer 


A salute to Stran-Steel Tu 
day night turned out to be abo 
an equal salute to Berna 


|рапу and the man for their! 


-.. 


Haute. 

Mayor Ralph Tucker brought 
| Burdick into the spotlight right 
Stran. who has worked for the away when he referred to him 
firm locally for 23 years. The as "Mr. Stran-Steel as far as 
recognition dinner was spon; Terre Haute is concerned. 
sored by the Terre Haute Ad; “lv: PAR 
vertising Club. | That feeling was echoed by 

Five hundred persons turned both Vernie Potter, president 
out for the affair in the May: of the Chamber of Commerce, 
flower Room of the Terre and Larry Denning, who de- 

` İlivered the Advertising Club's 
official salute to Stran and Bur- 
dick. 7 
All three noted Burdick 
tive record in community af- 
fairs, ranging from the United. 
Fund to the Notre Dame Club. 


Burdick, local manager 
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. Burdick responded character- 
istically, giving credit to other 
dedicated workers at Stran for 
its success and to parent Na- 
tional Steel Corp. for being 
patient with Stran during 
lean years after World War II. 
Richard Smith, vice president 
of National Steel Corp., added. 
his compliments for Burdick 
when he told the crowd “уой 
don't know what a lovely town 
you live in until you hear 
Bernie tell about it.” : 
+ "РГЕ 
Smith, Burdick and three 
other officials of Stran and 
National Steel received am en- 
graved plaque from the А4- 
vertising Club extolling Stran- 
Steel's | 
col 
In poi 
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George B. Angevine, vice president, National Steel Corp.; 
Richard S. Smith, vice president, National Steel Corp.; 
Bernard Burdick, receiving the plaque; J. W. Cliff, vice 
president, Stran-Steel Corp. and G. E. Vondergoltz, vice 
president, Stran-Steel. The affair was held Tuesday evening 
at the Terre Haute House. 


А SALUTE TO STRAN-STEEL—An engraved plaque is pre- 
sented to Stran-Steel officials during a recognition dinner for 
the company and its manager, Bernard Burdick, given by the 
Terre Haute Advertising Club. Pictured, left to right, are: 
Welby Frantz, president, Eastern Exnress; Charles Lentgen, 
president, Advertising Club; Larry Denning, assistant sales 


Photo by Martin. 


Dr. McFarland emphasized) 
that he feels our country is in 
trouble and that the problem of 
lawlessness must be solved and 
solved immediately. 

He said American youths 
must be “indoctrinated with re- 
spect for the law" if the country | 
is to survive. Dr. McFarland! 
warned, however, that problems | 
must be solved within the. 
framework of the American, 
system. 


manager for Smith-Alsop Co., making the presentation; 


Special greetings by telegram 
were extended by Congressman 
John T. Myers and U.S. Senator 
Birch E. Bayh Jr. 

Speaker for the evening was 


"Dr. Kenneth McFarland, billed 


as one of America's top public 


‘speakers. He was introduced by 


a longtime friend, Welby 
Frantz, president of Eastern 
Express, Inc. 

MeFarland”s speech centered 


around the “American system" 


which he extolled as the force 
that has made the United States 
the world's greatest super pow- 
er. 


From 1,000 to Zero 


At the peak of World War m 3 


the local plant employed 1.000 | 


ет- | 
ployment dropped off to nothing | 
"since the huts were no longer 


men, but after the war, 


needed. 

The switch to commercial 
steel buildings was a long pull, 
but now, Denning said employ- 
ment stands at 700 men with 
an annual payroll of $3.5 
million. 

Smith pointed to even better 


times ahead for the company 
'when he said National Steel 
"hopes to see the local plant and 
‘payroll considerably larger in 


the next three or four years. 


Burdick Shares 


Stran-Steel and Bernard Bur- 
dick, local Stran manager, 
shared equally in the spotlight 
Tuesday night during a recogni- 
tion dinner sponsored by the 
Terre Haute Advertising Club. 

A salute was given Burdick 
and Stran for contributions to 
Terre Haute. Over 500 persons 
turned out for the aífair in the 
Mayflower Room of the Terre 
Haute House. 


“Mr. Stran-Steel as far as 
Terre Haute is concerned” was 
the titled given Burdick by 
Mayor Ralph Tucker. His senti- 
ments were echoed by Vernie 
Potter, president of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Larry 
Denning, who delivered the Ad 
Club’s official recognition of the 
company and the man. 


Burdick attributed the com- 
pany’s progress to the dedicated 
workers and to the parent com- 
pany National Steel Corp. for 
being patient with Stran during 
ihe years after World War II 
when employment and contracts 
dropped. 


‘You Should Hear Him’ 


Richard Smith, vice president 
of National Steel Corp., added 


his compliments for Burdick 
when he told the crowd: “you 
don’t know what a lovely town 
you live in until you hear 
Bernie tell about it." 

Smith. Burdick and three 
other officials of Stran and 
National Steel received an en- 
graved plaque from the Ad-| 
vertising Club extolling Stran- 
Steel”s contributions to the 
community. 

In pointing out the position of! 
Stran in the community, Den-! 
ning traced the history of the 
company, which started as a 
wartime industry producing 
Quonset Huts. 
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business career, National Steel Cor 
parent company to Stran-Steel. C 

Burdick has risen from the job ok” 
laborer with Michigan Steel Co., an-. 
other subsidiary of National Steel, to 
his present position of Vice President, 
Terre Haute Operations. 

“| managed to slip into a labor gang 
for Michigan Steel right out of one of 
the old CCC camps," Burdick recalls. 
That was at Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
in 1935. 

In 1944, during the war years of 
World War II, Burdick was trans- 
ferred from the payroll department of 
Michigan Steel in Detroit to Terre 
Haute as paymaster for the Stran-Steel 
plant here. 

*Back in those days we were turn- 
ing out nothing but Quonset buildings 
for the war effort," Burdick says. "Our 
product certainly has gone through a 
great change down through the years. 
All you've got to do to realize it is 
drive around and look at the sophisti- 
cated steel buildings you see every- 
where now." | 

Burdick moved up in the Stran-Steel 
organization through the production 
and labor relations fields. He was 
named a vice president last January. 

If you are around Burdick long 
enough, you soon understand the four 
great loves in his life. 

They are his wife, Dorothy, and 
their nine children; Stran-Steel; the 
community of Terre Haute; and the 
Notre Dame football program. 

Even though he didn't attend 
Notre Dame, Burdick is a past presi- 
dent of the Notre Dame Club of Terre 
Haute. 

*When Notre Dame has a home 
game, my car just automatically heads 
out of the driveway that morning and 
we start North," Burdick says. He 
makes regular visits to the campus at 
South Bend and keeps in close contact 
with the Irish coaches. 

In his 22 years in Terre Haute, Bur- 
dick has been a community leader. He 
is a past president, former campaign 
chairman and presently а member of 
the board of directors of the United 
Fund; served as president for four 
years of the Vigo County Cancer So- 
ciety; past president of the Terre 
Haute Management Club; member of 
the Indiana Manufacturers Assn.; and 
is active in the Terre Haute Chamber 
of Commerce, Elks and Knights of Co- 
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tive headquarters and another plant in 
Houston, Texas, manufactures steel 
building systems and components. It 
is a unit of National Steel Corp., Pitts- 
burgh, fourth largest producer of steel 
in the U. S. 

The continuing grovvth of the econ- 
omy and the increasing acceptance of 
Stran-Steel building systems vvill in- 
fluence the Terre Haute expansion pro- 
gram. Stran-Steel novv employs 600 in 
Terre Haute. 

Most of the new jobs would be 
filled by people already in the Terre 
Haute area, according to B. A. Bur- 
dick, Stran-Steel vice president in 
charge of Terre Haute Production. 

“We have our own training program 
here at Stran-Steel," Burdick said. "In 
addition, the school district here is 
doing an excellent job in providing vo- 
cational and technical training to de- 
velop skills for local industries." 

"Stran-Steel wants to do its share to- 
ward giving the young people of south- 
western Indiana a chance to stay home 
and find good jobs. The community is 
doing its share through the vocational 
training for young adults and we in- 
tend to cooperate," Burdick added. 

More than 102,000 square feet of 
new buildings will be added to the 
Stran-Steel plant. The new construc- 
tion will provide facilities for painting 
rigid frame systems, raw steel storage, 
a staging area for loading and ship- 
ping, and storage of unfinished parts 

Bernie A. Burdick, ranking Stran- 
Steel Corp. official here, has worked 
for only one employer in his 3l-year 


PLANT Manager Bernie Burdick 

watches progress of Stran-Steel 

expansion while key officials 

check blueprints. Artist sketch 

shows four-year plan marked 
А, В, C, D, and E. 
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TRAN-STEEL Corporation leads 

an array of steel and metal firms 
that help bulwark Terre Наше’ 
economy. 


A big assist also comes from Апа- 
conda Aluminum (IB&I - April 1966). 


Along with the leading and larger 
firms are smaller but important steel 
and metal producers. Terre Haute 
Malleable is one. 

Gartland Foundry is another. So is 
Roesch Burman Foundry. And Mod- 
ern Aluminum Castings. Frank Prox 
Co. is another. Terre Haute Bronze 
and Brass contributes. E. T. Hazel- 
dine Co. works with metal. 

These firms forge links on a chain 
that makes Terre Haute the “сгозз- 
roads of the nation." It is the steel and 
metal industries that lend the rugged 
texture to Terre Hautes new and 
changing face. These are the compa- 
nies that utilize the minerals and raw 
materials to form modern tools and 
convehiences for markets around the 
world. 

One of these companies is Stran- 
Steel. 

A four-year expansion and moderni- 
zation of the Stran-Steel Corp. plant 
could add 150 new jobs and $900,000 
to the annual payroll. That's good 
news, anytime. 

Early in June, Stran-Steel completed 
an expansion and renovation program 
at the Terre Haute plant which in- 


| creased production capacity about 0 


per cent. 
Stran-Steel, which has administra- 
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to the appreciation shown Mr. 
Burdick by toe local union. I 
also want to extend tne best: 
wishes of the entire union. We: 
remember a Wt of things that 
۱۸۲۲۰ Burdick has done Гог us 22 
i Burdick himself noted. “This; 
is truly a noteworthy occasion: 
ithat Tm sure ГЦ never forget.” 
William Noller,, international | 
representative far the union.: 
İcommented. "I think that it it. 
‘significant to note that if there: 
iis one word to describe the feel-1 
ings of the umon and its mere! 
‘bers about Mr. Burdick, , that 
gedi is 'resnect. " | 
| Burdick responded. “That's, 
encuzh fcr me and і Норе that 
Ive earned 24 Я 
| -On behalf of {пе international 
;union, Kerns preseatej Burdick 
with a pair of cufflinks and а 
;tie-tack. > | 
| Other officials in attendance: 
lat the retirement recognition | 
were Harry Burns, retired union; 
“district representative; AU 
|Hagan, committee chairman for | 
t Burdick's retirement partv: Jim 
Elledge, union grievance com-. 
| mittee chairman; Larry Lynch.: 
'union safety chairman; - and 
¡Stanley Geisert, union commit-, 
tee member ۱ 
* Several administrative and 
¡Stafí members from Stran Stee} 
[were also present for the honor 
SP 
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STEELWORKERS HONOR BURDICK—Representatives of the United Steelworkers of Amer- 
ica honored Bernard Burdick, vice president Гог industrial relations ai Stran Steel Corpor- 
` ation, on Tuesday, for his "efforts through їе years to make Stran Stcel a better place to 
work." Burdick will retire Nov. 15 alter coming to Terre Haute and working with Stran 
steel for 30 years. A Notre Dame University. football fan, Burdick received several gifts 
from the union including a Notre Dame commemorative picture. With Burdick (left), are 
William Noller, international representative for the United Steelworkers of America; Ber- | 
nard Frye. president of Local №. 3489; and Al Hagan, committee chairman for Burdick's | 
retirement. party. House of Photograpliy Photo. | 
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By WAYNE PERRY ¡Steel locally for Аве past 30 added. | 


Tribune Staff Writer В 4 : Š 

| On Tuesday morning, repre- University football fan, received 

“Respect ‘is really the signifi- sentatives of the union local and;several gifts from the union in-; 
cant werd when ycu talk about of the international union hon- cluding a football autographed 
Bernard Burdick," noted one огей Burdick with a retirement Бу Ara Parseghian and the 


union representative Tuesday recognition. Imembers of the “Fighting Irish" 
morning at Stran Steel Согрог-| “We do this to honor Mr. Bur- team. an autographed football, 
ation. dick with sincere appreciation program [гот Notre Dame, and 


"Mr. Burdick is quite respect- for his efforts through the years a Notre Dame University com 
ed br the people in the plant,"|to make Stran Steel a better memorative picture. | 
ıa spokesman added as Local place to work,” noted Bernard, [n addition. Burdick received 
No. 3489 cf the United Steel- Frve, president of the union an engraved clock from the 
«workers of America honored local, United Steöbvorkers | 
siran’s vice president for indus- ~ han! | | Ë М» eh | 
i. poe on his impendinz We nto АПК him for) pon Kerns, international un- 
ads ۳ Te o. ithe many benefits that he has ion sub-district director from 
E. ‚ _ provided the Stran Steel work- Indianapolis, noted, “In addition 
Burdick, who has served in а ers and we want to wish him an; 

variety of capacities with Stranjenjoyable retirement," Frye 
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favorable hearing in City Hall and, no 
doubt, at the Statehouse. If it means 
public voices, he has them: АП of us 
would like to see this project 
materialize. 


Community Affairs File 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Vigo County Public Librarv 


X 


6 Bugs AFSS Еу 
Supporting an е 


۱ Ts MAY 2 

“Without community support to 
bring it back to life, it doesn't happen.” 

Those were the words used Wednes- 
day by Jack Moody, property manager 
of the ghost town that used to be the 
bustling Stran Steel complex оп 
Crawford Síreet. 

He made the comments when ex- 
plaining an innovative and exciting 
proposal being developed for the Stran 
complex, which encompasses 17 acres 
and, until 1982, employed 1,000 local 
citizens. 

The plan now is to take the massive 
facility, for which there are no massive 
industries interested in a takeover, and 
to break it down into saleable sizes. 
The 730,000 square feet under roof 
could be divided into areas amply large 
for a dozen or more manufacturing and 
distribution businesses. 

Moody said he has talked to more 
than 10 potential users of the Stran 
space, but he has no commitments. 

en he gets enough commitments to 
fill at least 60 percent of the space, he 
said, work will begin on a $5.7 million 
renovation of the facility. 

To get to that point, which would 
mean more employment for our com- 
munity, Moody said community sup- 
port would be needed. He is елу 
receiving strong support from City 
Hall, which doesn't surprise us, but 
more may be necessary. If that means 
financil support, surely he will get a 
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may bustle again 


property, reducing the space from 
730,000 square feet to 600,000 
square feet, renovate what's left, 
spruce up the property and market 
the facility to several firms. 

“I anticipate that, if all goes well 
we'll start construction in the fal 
or spring,” he said... 

Descano said actual plans are 
flexible. “We want to find out what 
the users' needs are going to be 
irst. k! 

“We're currently holding the 
property on the books as an idle 
asset. We want to get it off the 
books and put people in Terre 
Haute to work.” The property “has 
been sitting idle for some time. It's 
not practical for us to retain it," 
Descano said. 1 

Descano said the facility would 
be perfect for manufacturing and 
distribution firms, adding, “Т don't 
know a better community for 
distribution [firms]." 

William S. Colvin Jr, a com- 
mercial real-estate agent for 
Pfister Co. Inc., local agent for the 
property, said there's a very real 

ossibility that governmental 
inancing will sought once 
tenants have signed letters of 
intent. 

Descano, in fact, said he's been 
working with the mayor”s office 
and the Department of Redevelop- 
ment. 

"We found the city to be very 
supportive of what we're doing, 
[but] to make this project work, 
we're going to need a lot of local 
sup ," he said. 
ithout community support to 
bring it back to life, it doesn't 
happen.” ` 2 


By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Stoff Reporter 


Jack Moody's lonely footfalls 


echoed through the vacant 17-асге: 


Stran Steel building Wednesday 
rnoon but a planned $5.7 
million renovation project may 
soon bring back people wearing 
üə h 
y, property manager at the 
former plant at 1033 Cravvford St., 
remembers when the business was 
bustling with 1,000 workers. “I 
know where every machine was 
and who every employee was," 
Moody said. "When I walk in here, 
I can just see them." 

If all goes as hoped, Moody ma 
be able to see workers in the fles 
and not just in his mind. 

Thomas M. Descano, president of 


«National Intergroup Realty Corp., 
is trying و‎ Бин фа та 
closed in Decembar 1982. 


Descano's firm is the real-estate 
arm of National Intergroup Inc., 
the parent company of the facility's 
owner, National Steel Products Co. 

Descano said he's talki to 
between 10 and 13 potential local 
and out-of-town users, but no deal 
has been finalized. He wants to 
have commitments from enough 
firms to fill at least 60 percent of 
the space before beginning con- 
struction activities. 

The cost of revamping the site, 
including the construction of an 
office building is estimated at $5.7 


on. 
Plans are to tear down the brick | 
ding and quonset huts on the 
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multi-million dollar manufactur- facturing facilities, “ve will be 
ing..facility for.metal building be: able ‘to provide our 600 
systems: wil be constructed at authorized Stran 'builders with 
LaGrange. Georgia, it was an- | improved delivery . cost ef- 
nounced, ,Saturday by John ficiercies.” 

Reigle. president of Stran-Steel; The LaGrange' facility will be | 
Corporatiop. ihe Houston-based designed. engineered. and con- 
subsid iary, inn Steel. structed by Stran's Engineering | 


жол. 


The LaGrange plant will em-|and Construction Division. АП | 

ploy 200 "and is slated to begin ‘components will “be Strar: 

operations in the spring of 1975.İ products with! on-site erection | 

“The 186.000-square-foot Facil- |supervised by: Stran engineers | 

‘ity will produce Stran's metal and builders. >. 

building systems for the rapidly jjy Stran - building - systems are | 

“growing Southeastern and East- distributed «though а network | 

"ern U.S. markets. Sufficient of 600 апаа; Stran builders | 

‘land has been purchased to per- Avorldvyidq,, The:company is one : 

"mit expansion: of the plant ‘inj of .the. largest; metal building 
| the future to meet the antiéi-| system manufacturers in the 
| pated demand of these markefs, W'S. ard a. pieneer in aystemo | 

The LaGrange plant will ‘pri- design and алды gg suction. 

mary service "an eight-slêtel VETETTED 

ares; including Georgia, “A.İ 

hama. South Carplina, North 

Carolina,” Florida,“ Mississippi | «v Arfaire Fh 
and parts of Tennessee and Vir- Commwii7 

ginia. Stran. for 37 years a lead- 

ing manufacturer +; of: metal 

building systems, now: has “man- 

ufacturing ' plants. katu Terre 

Haute and -Houstomz-o «53. | 

„The, (demand .:rfon.: Stran's 


metal building systems © has t 
grown rapidly, especially in the e a P 
Southeasterr, U.S.. commented i "LULA 


Rell “The LaGrange, facility, Tel 
iles, southwest, oC Atlanta, 

h ‘ideally, situated la, provide 

БУС tne to our hs 

rs this marke k 

$ Construction. of it LaGÉ ange 

pladt will be under the supervi- 

‘sion of Willam Н: Roberts а 

| neWiv-appaínted plant їл angker. 

! “Development” 9 the' La 
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DS—The Stran-Steel Cərp., which has plaut 


metal building ‘systems, in LaGrange, ба: The plant: will begin operations 
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STRAN STEEL CORP. EXPAN et 
in Terre Haute, will build a new multi-million dollar manufacturing plant”Ter — 1975. d ğ 
fer ttc Ze TW n ... 


"Um Far SON. 
Em lo ment Up d 
p U : 
‘At Stran-Steel E 


“€ 330172 dut. lr y) -— 


1 X: E 
Communuy АГА i ie 


La (( БСЇН 2 т" 


Wibu 50011 ۱ 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


Эв 


""The second building provides 
greatly improved shipping and 
packing facilities, sheet storage 
and sheet packaging. It means 
we will be able to assemble and 
process shipments much more 
efficiently and quickly—which 
will help us better serve our 


./ customers." 


+ + + 
The buildings are expected to 
be completed the next (мой 


‘weeks and equipment installed 
within 45 days. Sternberg esti- 
mated the present employment 
of 650 persons will be increased 
by 10 per cent within the next 

135 days. The plant is working 

, three daily shifts. 

7 Sternberg predicted the Terre 
Haute plant will grow even 
more. “There is more and more 

; demand for our steel buildings,” 
he said, "and we have only 
‘scratched the surface in the 
‘east and " 


Terre Haute primarily serves 
ithe midwestern and eastern 
‘market while the Houston, 
| Texas, plant of Stran-Steel takes 
„саге of the western territory. 
1 ““The better design and qual. 
4 ity of our product makes it able 
410 meet many needs," said 

Sternberg, who added the steel 
buildings are now able to com- 
pete with most types of conven- 
tional construction. 


Stran-Steel has another plant’ 


and administrative headquar- 
ters in Houston, and manufac- 
tures steel building systems and 


components at both locations. | 


It is a unit of the National Steel 
Corporation, Pittsburgh, fourth 
largest producer of steel in the 
United States. 


Thursday lL ~ 


“ Stran-Sfeel Corp. 
# chose Terre Haute's observance 
“Jof Commerce and Industry Day 


“Ito announce a 10 per cent in- 
| сгеаѕе in production and em- 
“ ployment as a result of an ex- 
pansion and renovation prp- 
gram presently underway. 
T. E. Sternberg, vice president 
of operations of the firm, ex- 
pressed confidence in Terre 
Haute when he made the ап. 
nouncement, saying Stran-Steel 
was extremely pleased with the 
cooperation of the townspeople. 
“The people have been real 
good to us and the cooperation 
has just been wonderful," said 
Sternberg. 


рер 2 ee 


+ + 

Two new buildings are in- 
cluded in the expansion.. The) 
replace. and expand facilities 
where two older buildings were 
razed. The largest of the two 
structures runs almost the en- 
tire length of the west property 
line of the 28-acre plant site. 
The second building is a smaller 
high-bay structure running east- 
west and perpendicular to the 
larger new structure. 

In the larger building, Stran; 
Steel is installing its rolling 
operation for pre-coated coils of 
ten different coils, according to 
B.A. Burdick, vice president of 
Terre Haute production. It will 
have a 35-foot eave height to 
accomodate two 10-ton cranes. 

“In addition to the new rolling 
operation for pre-coated steel, 
the large new building greatly 
expands our storage for pre- 


coated coils and substantially! 


increases our handling capac-; 
ity." Burdick added. i 
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New Buildings for South Viet Nam 


The Terre Haute Stran- Steel O < 7) Z 


plant of the National Steel Cor-|Was made Friday at the Hous- 
poration will receive a ar Texas, plant of Stran-Steel 
islice of a $2.5 million order|Corp., which also manufactures 
from the government for 455 components for procurement office of a four. Included in ihe order, which 


pre-engineered 
Ч сотрапу combine which was 56- 
527 Be will be shipped | metal buildings. lected by the Navy Department ы: buralara ue s 
am, seer, The buildings which will to. to build the facilities. ə MA: obi men, 


tal more than 2.8 million square! ۱ The firms involved in thgiSions of 40 fcet by 100 feet and 
feet under roof, will be used for|joint venture are Raymond In: |180 buildings, 70 by 140 feet. * 
warehousing and storage in sup- İternational, Inc., of New York| АП of the buildings will be. 

port of the war effort, accord-|City; Morrison-Knudsen Co. ¡shipped through the port of 
ET əə a ry atk -Department | Boise, Idaho; J. A. _ Jones Con- Houston to Luzon, Philipine 

d A (27474 pe Islands, which is being used as 
JL adel a trans-shipping point to South 

| {Viet Nam. 


All manufacturing of the 
buildings will be done in the 
Houston and Terre Haute plants 
of Stran Steel. 


şər i Stran Steel and the four con-! 
Community Arrairs nte struction firms were selected 
for the massive South Viet Nam; 
effort to bring American eon-, 
| | ` {struction methods and capabili-; 
| رال‎ 11:04 Нез for accomplishments under; 
T1 Y * lunique conditions into the war: 
۲ leffort, according to a spokesman 

for the Navy Department. : 


Stran Steel Plant fo Coristrtict | 


Announcement of "the "sie роке struction Co., Charlotte, N. Es 


Stran-Steel Я the order land Brown & R 
through the San Bruno, Calif., | Houston. oot, Inc., of 


The construction will includer. 


facilities for both United States; 

and Vietnamese forces. e 

“There is а lot of rainy weath-[ 

' ^ ler over there and we'll be need- 

E p £, jing storage and Sai 

“a -\sible,” the Navy Department} 
spokesman added. 
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the Quonset Hut later found a 
ready . market as emergency 
housing on the nation's cam- 


dm سب‎ 


İ puses and elsewhere, and was 


also utilized on farms and for 
business and industry as shops | 
and warehouses. 


Mass Production 


As the market for the Оисп- 
set Hut declined, a new market 
for more versatile and desirable 
metal buildings was developed, 
leading Stran-Steel officials 
into the business of the mass 
production of metal buildings. 

A new Terre Haute Stran- 
Steel plant was built in 1959, 
a multi-million dollar invest. | 
ment in new plant and produc.| 


¡tion equipment; substantial ex. | 


pansion of the Stran-Steel engi- 
neering staff; activation of a 
program for designing a broad 
new line of steel buildings; cre- 
ation of a product planning de- 
partment; creation of a market- 


ing research department; acqui. 


sition and installation of elec. 
tronie equipment for production 
and materials flow control, and 
the purchase and installation of 
modern testing equipment, 

Out of this vast program of 
expansion and reorganization 
came a completely new апа re- 
vitalized concept of designing 
and producing pre-engineered 
steel buildings at the Terre 
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media were guests. 


1 
y 


cent. 


Corp., of Pittsburgh, Pa., 


Stran-Steel building sys- 


would be filled by people 


facilities for painting rigid 
frame system, raw steel stor- 
age, a staging area for loading, 
and shipping, and storage of fin- 
ished parts. 

Acquired Old Car Plant 


Stran-Steel was originally 
brought to Terre Haute by the 
National Steel Corporation in 
the midst of World War II, to 
manufacture military barracks 
facilities for the United States 
and Allied nations. The firm 
acquired the old American Car 
& Foundry Co. plant on Сгам- 
ford St. for the new enterprise. 


The first of these metal build- 
ings were erected by the U. S. 
Navy at Quonset Point, В. 1.,) 
out of which grew the term 
'"Quonset" or ''Quonset Hut,” 
a descriptive term which be- 
came so familiar with general! 
use that it was included in dic-: 
tionaries and was registered as 
a trade mark of Stran Steel 
Corp. 

Besides serving war needs, 


Continued on Page 2, Col. 5.) 
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‘| Haute plant. 


Early in June, Stran-Steel reported comple- 
tion of an expansion and renovation program at the 
Terre Haute plant which increased production capa- 


Stran-Steel, which has administrative head- 
quarters and another plant in Houston, Tex., manu- 
factures steel building systems and components. It 


fourth largest producer of steel in-the U. S. 

“We now employ 600 hourly workers at the 
Terre Haute plant and the number very well could 
increase to 750 by the end of the four-year expan- 
sion and modernization," Sternberg said. 

The continuing growth of the economy and the 


tems will influence the Terre Haute expansion pro- 
gram and the number of additional jobs here," 


Big Bo 


To Econ 
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A four-year expansion arid modernization of 
the Stran-Steel Corp. plant here that could add 150 | 
new jobs and $900.000 to the annual payroll, was |: 
announced here Monday by Т. E. Sternberg, of Hous- |. 
ton, vice president, operations, Stran-Steel. 

The expansion program was formally announced 
by Mr. Sternberg at a luncheon at the Ramada Inn 
this afternoon at which civic and business leaders 


and members of the news 


city approximately 10 per 
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is a unit of National Steel 
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Sternberg pointed out, 
Most of the new jobs 


already in the Terre Haute.area, according to В. A. 
¡Burdick, Stran-Steel vice president in charge of 


‘Terre Haute production. | 


Training Program Here 

“We have our own training 
program here at Stran-Steel," 
Burdick said. “In addition the 
school district here is doing an 
excellent job in providing vo- 
cational and technical training 
to develop skills for local indus- 
tries." 

“Stran-Steel wants to do its 
share toward giving the young 
people of southwestern Indiana 
a chance to stay home and find 
good jobs. The community is 
doing its share through the vo- | 
cational training for young; 
adults and we intend to co- 
operate," Burdick added. 

Plans in the four-year Stran- 
Steel expansion program include 
razing a number of older build- 
ings; purchase of new manufac- 
turing equipment, reworking of 
some existing equipment, and 
relocation and modernization of 
other equipment. 

More than 102,000 square feet 
of new buildings will be added 
to the Stran-Steel plant. The 
new construction will provide 


| 


